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The Open University changed the role of its library so that it now 

features as a more important contributor to research and teaching 

activities.  This was achieved by delivering information services to 

academic staff, supporting their research and 

course development and providing increased 

levels of support to on and off campus 

students and associate lecturers. 

As the client representative, MRC managed 

the £17m project, providing the partnering 

platform (this was the University’s first project 

based on partnering principles) and project leadership that resulted in 

an extremely efficient procurement-to-design phase, taking just five 

months.  

The project was a huge success, delivered on time and within budget, 

so much so, that the Open University subsequently decided to 

develop two more areas of the campus, using the same principles, and 

commissioned MRC to lead the procurement of these.

The building won a SCONUL (Society of College, National and 

University Libraries) Buildings Award in 2007,

‘The team who visited the Open University was impressed by the 

attractive functional design in all aspects of this building – everything 

works well. This is a great space to be in – light, airy with an informal 

but calm ambience.  A friendly, and appropriately, an open building, 

which has good use of art works and a wide range of study spaces. It 

has acted as a catalyst for change, bringing in students as well as staff.  

The spaces for the staff were the best we saw and the building is very 

flexible.’  

Malcolm Reading Consultants 
provides independent advice 
and hands-on support to clients 
involved in capital projects.

This can range from drawing 
up feasibility studies and 
business cases, to resolving 
project problems and acting 
as the client’s representative 
throughout the course of the 
project.

We have a reputation for 
achieving outstanding design 
for high-profile organisations.

We are also the leading private 
organiser of architectural 
competitions in the UK.

Malcolm Reading  
Consultants Limited 

T +44 20 7637 2502 
F +44 (0) 20 7631 0723
office@malcolmreading.co.uk 

45–46 Berners Street 
London W1T 3NE
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project details

Value £17m

Client Estate Vice-Chancellor
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